Abstract Aphis vitalbae Ferrari is reported from Poland for the first time on ornamental clematis (Clematis spp.). The distribution of this aphid in Europe and its possible expansion route are presented with a key to identifying the aphids infesting Clematis plants in Europe.
A. vitalbae is known from southern Europe (Nieto Nafría 2013). Its occurrence in France (Leclant 1978) , Greece (Remaudière 1982) , Italy (Barbagallo & Patti 1993; Barbagallo & Stroyan 1982) and Spain (Nieto Nafría et al. 2006) suggests that it is probably a Mediterranean element. An analysis of other records (Holman 1991; Holman & Pintera 1981; Taschev 1964) indicates its expansion to the north. Via Bulgaria (Taschev 1964) , Romania (Holman & Pintera 1981) and the Czech Republic (Holman 1991) , the species crossed the mountain barrier of the Carpathians and the Sudetes (Fig. 2) , probably passing through the Moravian Gate. The region is a natural hollow area between the Western Carpathians and Eastern Sudetes and constitutes one of the main routes both for plants and animals (Osiadacz and Wojciechowski 2008; Šmarda 1956; Sternberg 1998) . The phenomena of range expansion are quite frequently noted both among indigenous European aphid species (e.g. Vučetić et al. 2014 ) and the alien ones (e.g. Barjadze & Ben-Dov 2011; Barjadze et al. 2011b; Hałaj et al. 2011) . The reason for this can be the introduction through plant trade, now intensified and sometimes uncontrolled in terms of pest control (Hałaj et al. 2011) . Additionally, the changing climatic conditions can have had some impact . Aphid infestation can cause damage and deformation of plant organs. Aphids are also among important vectors of contagious diseases (Harris & Maramorosch 1977) . These two aspects together result in the fact that aphids can cause significant damage to crops or lower plants' commercial value (e.g. Barjadze et al. 2011a; Hałaj & Osiadacz 2013) ; hence every new pest should be reported and monitored. A. vitalbae was observed to cause premature drying of leaf ends and the deformation of young shoots if it infested the bottom part of clematis leaves in large colonies (30-50 individuals) . This significantly lowers the esthetic value of these decorative plants. On the other hand, the appearance of this aphid on young plants leads to plant withering, which can certainly result in tangible losses to the growers.
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